


To Protect and Serve

he government is waging war, not against

some foreign foe and not primarily against

gun-owning “patriots,” but against its own

“dangerous classes”— the poor, immigrants,

ethnic minorities, youth, and-dissidents. A
government arsenal of legislative and legal “reforms”—
attacking welfare, affirmative action, access to health
care, and civil liberties — is laying waste an already
devastated population. At the same time, Congress is
entertaining proposals such as tort law revisions and
environmental rollbacks. These “reforms” are designed-
to make life even easier for a class of people who — if
the protection of civil rights and the promotion of a just
society were the goals of the criminal justice system —
would be categorized as criminals.

As it is, the very definition of criminal activity re-
flects a bias so ingrained it passes almost unnoticed. A
poor kid who peddles a few grams of crack faces years
behind bars while a corporate officer who authorizes
spending millions in advertising to entice teenagers to
smoke gets rich. A man who climbs a tower and fires an
automatic weapon into a crowd is charged with murder
if someone dies; an executive who does a risk assess-
ment and knowingly markets a fatally defective product
faces, maybe, a civil suit against his corporation.

There is a growing awareness that justice in this
country is unjust, and that the agencies that enforce it —
are often repressive. The left has been making this
point for a long time. It denounced earlier bombings —

one which killed seven black children in a church in Bir-—

mingham, and the dozens that have terrorized abortion
clinics. Progressives have decried official murder when
the FBI shot Black Panthers Fred Hampton and Mark
Clark in their beds in Chicago, and when the death pen-
alty, now a well-oiled assembly line, selectively targets
the poor and the non-white.

Recently, loud denunciations of law enforcement

abuses are heard from a right wing so self-pitying it can.

see no victims beyond itself. Still, the protests of such
odious types as the militias and the NRA must not be
swept away with the rubble from the federal building in
Oklahoma City. The stakes are too high and the number
of people affected too great to cede ground because the
lunatic fringe has moved in next door.

A year and a half ago, the NRA, the ACLU, and the
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers un-
successfully requested a broad hearing on abusive fed-
eral policing. Outlandish as this alliance is, it reflects
the breadth of public outrage. And after the Oklahoma
bombing brought the message home, some Congress-
members agreed to an inquiry.

It is probable that any such hearing would be
chaired by “Hang ’em High” Orrin Hatch —a man who

describes the U.S. as “the freest country in the world.” It
would be held by Congressmembers — largely self-
serving millionaires, on-the-take from special interests
— who are pompous, cynical, or dimwitted enough to
claim they represent the common good. Likely, it would
concentrate on the pet causes of the right — the role of
the FBI and ATF in the siege of the Branch Davidians at
Waco and the assault on Christian Identity adherent -

Randy Weaver at Ruby Ridge, Idaho. While the hateful -

politics of Weaver and the apocalyptic cultism of David
Koresh deserve no sympathy, these groups were victims
of provocative and murderous behavior by the FBI-ATF.
And it is even possible that hearings will condemn offi-
cial actions in these two standoffs. Then, the mass me-
dia can chant once again that the system works. N
But what hearings are unlikely to expose or docu-
ment is a pattern of abuse rooted in the structure of the
system itself. The enforcement and investigative appa-
ratus of the state — from the CIA to the FBI, from the in-
ner city precinct to the rural sheriff’s office — is
protected from real accountability. The pattern of mis-

conduct is extensive. For the last decade, the FBI has in-_

vestigated only one-third of the approximately 8,000
“excessive force” complaints reported every year. And of
these, on average only 35 cops per year have been con-
victed of brutality. At the same time, DEA agents have
virtual carte blanche to terrorize, while the Border Pa-
trol rampages against undocumented border-crossers.

After the Rodney King beating, an L.A. shopkeeper
said “The baddest gang in town wears blue and carries
badges.” He was making the same mistake as the mili- -
tia members. Bad or not, the police, FBI/ATF agents, and
other law enforcement and investigative agencies are
servants. Their master, is not, as many naively believe,
the public. Like those people writing increasingly re-
pressive legislation and “reforms” in the back rooms of
Congress, the cops and feds serve and protect the power,
property, and privilege of corporate and state elites.

That is nothing new in this country. The civil and
human rights of the people have been at odds with the
property rights of the “landed gentry” for over two
centuries. And in this defining struggle, the FBI, police,
et al. are merely the enforcers for those who write the
laws to make their activities legal and hire the guns to
keep the dangerous classes at bay. o -

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:
From time to time, CAQ will share its mailing
lists with carefully selected progressive organi-
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What Planet Do These
Men Live On?

In a debate on welfare reform,
The Bell Curve author Char-
les Murray told the Senate
Finance Committee that re-
form calls for a “necessarily
brutal calculation” to find
the “least net suffering.” Per-
haps, he was about to sug-
gest a sliding scale of misery,
ranking hunger, no day or
health care, lousy jobs, etc.
But no, he was mercifully
vague, if not merciful. It was
left to Sen. Carol Moseley-
Braun (D-I11.) to question
the effect of Murray’s “bru-
tal calculation” on the 9
million children totally de-
pendent on government as-
sistance. “Do we just have
Calcutta, have kids begging
on the corner?” she asked.
Sen. Daniel Moynihan (D-
N.Y.) was appalled —not at
Murray, but at Moseley-Braun.
“The last time I saw Calcutta,
there were no children beg-
ging in the streets, the so-
cial structure of the country
was still very intact.” Whatsa
matter Senator, curtains in
your hotel room didn’t open?

Barebrained and
Pregnant with ldiocy
God love them southern poli-
ticians. In a debate on a pro-
posal to stop state abortion
funds for poor women, N.C.
state Rep. Henry Aldrich (R)
implied that rape and incest
victims are sexually promis-
cuous. Then, he added, by way
of explanation, that women
don’t get pregnant when
raped because “The facts

1€1S

ILLUSTRATIONS BY MATT WUERKER

show that people who are
raped—who are truly raped,
thejuices don’t flow, the bod-
ily functions don’t work and
they don’t get pregnant.”

Cleaning Up on Murder
Guatemala recently hired
the D.C.-based P.R. firm,
Thompson and Co. to wash
the encrusted blood from
their country’simage. At
$420,000 for six months,
company head Robert
Thompson got off to an inter-
esting start. To the probable
horror of the letter’s recipi-
ent, he wrote Guatemalan
Gen. Mario René Enriquez
promising to see to it that
“your government’s story and
the truth are fully exposed.”

Inthe possible belief that
even a rotting corpse can
gainspinifpiled onabig
enough stack of cash, he as-
sured the Guatemalans
that the U.S. government
and media “appreciate your
current record on human
rights and your commitment
to continued improvement
inthat area.”

Thompson has much ex-
perience lying about Central
America. He was a special
assistant to Ronald Reagan
for legislative affairs. An-
other account executive,
Arthur Davis, was Reagan/
Bush era ambassador to

Paraguay and Panama.
And ifthe firm does areally
swell job, there are six-
monthrenewal options at
$50,000 a month.

Praise Where Due
Larry Combest (R-Texas) ex-
coriated his fellow rep., Robert
Torricelli (D-N.J.), for dis-
closing information
on the murder of
Jennifer Harbury’s
husband, Guatema-
lan guerrilla Efrain
Bamaca. “It’s very difficult

for the agency to respect us if

we divulge information,”
said Combest, “regardless of
where it comes from.”
Replied Torricelli: “I’'m
not goingto earn their trust,”
he said of the CIA. Their tes-
timony “is not a gift to Con-
gress. ... What matters is not
the bond we have with the
CIA, it’s thebond we have
with the American people.”
As for the CIA’s routine
explanation for not report-
ingto the public or Con-
gress — “to protect sources
and methods” — activist
Worth Cooley-Prost put it
nicely at a May press confer-
ence. She called the excuse
“bankrupt. In this case, the
source [paid CIA agent and
School of the Americas grad,
Alpirez]is an assassin and
the method was murder.”

Dealing for Death

In negotiations over the anti-
terrorist legislation, Judici-
ary Committee chair Orrin
Hatch (R-Utah) suggested a
deal under which Republi-
cans would not act on plans
to seek repeal of the ban on
assault weapons, in exchange
for Democrats approving
curbs on appeals for death
Tow prisoners.

Mentally Incontinent

Jesse Helms has along history
of being dumber than styro-
foam: “Ifthey would stop do-
ing what they’re doing,”
intoned the gay bashing
senator, “there would not

be one single more case of
AIDsinthe U.S.” That was
the old Jesse. Now, with the
chair of the Foreign Relations
Committee to warm his brain
on, he makes conversation
with a coffee cup seem like
lunch at the Algonquin. And
there are not enough P.R.
pooperscoopers in Washing-
ton to clean up the messes
the mentally incontinent
dodderer leaves behind.

First, he made a speech
denouncing North Korean
President Kim Jong Il and
read the name Kim Jong
the Second. Scurryingto
cover their boss’ gaff, his
handlers carefully wrote
out the name of the dear
leader “Kim Jong Ill” so
that even an idiot could get
it right. It was not their fault,
then, when the next day
Helms loudly excoriated
Kim Jong the Third.

Then, when Prime Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutto of Paki-
stancame on a state visit,
Helms introduced her
as the “distinguished
prime minister of
India.” Five min-

utes later—time

and space \\§‘
meaning X
nothing to . E)j
Helms —, §

after \\\ N
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Helms told a colleague about
the “delightful hour and a
half conversation” he had
just completed with her —
chatting about India.

Media Nonsense
Official directives from the
Washington Post instructre-
porters to try to

avoid citing un-

named sources.

With the notori-

%/ ously vague Bob

=4 Woodward one of
the editors saying
“Do what I say
not whatIdo,”
it is not sur-
prising
that the
¥ peons

Toom sometimes resort to
this problematic technique.
It is essential, they argue, in
getting important people to
reveal vital information. An
example? The Mar. 19 Post
reported on the two Ameri-
cans held in Iraq forillegally
entering the country: “The
official, speaking on terms of
anonymity, had no comment
on whether the Iraqis had
made any response.”

Potts Shots

What do you do with the man
incharge of a raid in which
the FBI dealt with a stand-
offby shooting and killing an
unarmed woman holding a
10-month old baby in her
arms (the Idaho raid on
white supremacist Randy
Weaver) . A bureaucraticslap
on the wrist sufficed. Unde-
terred, the same FBI official
led the debacle at Waco, Texas,
where FBI/ATF bungling re-
sulted in the deaths of 80
Branch Davidians. The DoJ
and FBI took this opportunity

to present an official response
to these examples of repressive,
incompetent, overbearinglaw
enforcement: They appointed
the man who supervised both
catastrophes, Larry Potts, as
second-in-command at the
FBI and head ofthe Okla-
homa City bombing investiga-
tion. If he manages to screw
up again, he mayjustbe

ready for the attor-
-\ ) ney general’s
RN —% Jjoborevena
Supreme
Court seat.

NATION| L.
SECURITY

Rl FiTer T,
—= S

Say itIsn't So
Speaking strongly against
making the CIA director a
Cabinet level job, was none
other than former CIA-head
Robert Gates who watched
his predecessor William
Casey “issue after issue sit
in meetings and present in-
telligence in terms of policy
he wanted pursued.”

Testosterone: Most
Dangerous Drug of All
The Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration runs a nation-
wide program to train police.
Arecent lawsuit filed by
three women police officers
claiming to speak for a group
of at least 75 others, revealed
some ofthe curriculum. The
suit charges that five DEA
agents sexually harassed
participants in over 100 ses-
sions in the Midwest. They
called the women, “babes,”
“hon,” “little girl,” “bitches;”
black cops were called “brown
sugar;” Janet Reno was la-

beled a “bitch” and a “fucking
dyke;” and agents described
Hillary Clinton and the attor-
ney general as “getting to-
gether and doing each other.”
The course interspersed in-
structional slides with pornog-
raphy. Awoman cop brought
tothe lecture stage for a de-
monstration was turned side-
ways before the audience
while the instructor referred
to her breasts “jiggling.”
That was the mild stuff.

The DEA instructors be-
gan classes by promising
“when you men get home,
you are going to fuck like
you've never fucked before.
... Get your kids out of the
house because it’s going to
be a fucking brutal assault.”
As awoman cop layon
the floor during a train-
ing exercise, the suit
charges, a trainer grabbed
his crotch and announced to
general laughter; “I'm get-
ting a hard-on.”

The DEAboys also dis-
played a pathological confu-
sionbetween sexuality and
violence. Detonating explo-
sive, said one instruc-
tor, “will give
you a chubby,”
and complained
he gets “horny”
unless he gets to
kill regularly.
Trainers brag-
ged’of shooting
asuspect 16
times and of making
sure the suspect
weighed ten
pounds more af-
terbeing shot.
They described
what a human head
looks like after it’s hit
with a rifle round.

“Nor was this macho
display, idle boasting.
Oneof the high-rank-
ing DEA agents named
in the suit, Francis \y
White, associate spe-
cial agent in charge of
the Chicago office,
earned a reputation
as a cowboy during

a stint in Miami. InJuly
1980, he fired nine of the 32
rounds pumped into a sus-
pect, who though armed,
had not fired a shot, re-
ported Legal Times.

Plaintiffs’ attorney Sarah -
Siskind said “training
which glorifies aggressive
sex and violence, and com-
bines these two attitudes, is
intimidating, humiliating,
and violates that trust [nec-
essary to officers’safetyl.”

According to a statement
issued by her lawyer, Denise
Markham, a five-year vet-
eran of the Madison, Wisc.
police force, was so intimi-
dated by the week-long
training session that she
slept with a loaded gun and
barricaded her barracks
door with a refrigerator.

While police officials
backed up the womens’com-
plaints, the DEA put some
ofthe accused trainers on
administrative leave (with
full pay) and transferred
others. As for the female
cops’ critical evaluations of
the DEA sessions, accord-
ing to the suit, the DEA sim-
ply destroyed them. ®

— Terry Allen
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Gulf War Syndrome Govered Up
Chemical and Biological Agents Exposed

by Dennis Bernstein

The Pentagon denies that U.S. soldiers were exposed to chemical and biological
warfare agents during the Gulf War, but its own records contradict the official line.
The lives of veterans and their families hang in the balance.

pec. 1st Class Dean Lundholm, of

the National Guard’s 649th Mili-

tary Police Company, was as-
signed to guard duty at the Hafar Al
Batin POW camp near the Iraq-Kuwait
border. He was in the shower when the
Scud landed. Amid the wail of activated
chemical warfare alarms, he dashed na-
ked, holding his breath, through the
open air to where his protective gear
was stored. Soon after, he fell into a
three-day coma. Now he is diagnosed as
having Gulf War Syndrome.!

Lundholm came home to a blaze of
post-war hyperpatriotism and techno-
philia, as the allied powers gloated
over—among many other things—their

Dennis Bernstein is an associate editor with Pacific
News Service, co-producer of “Flashpoints” newsmaga-
zine on Berkeley's KPFA-FM, and National Affairs writer
for the San Francisco Bay Guardian.

Photo: Gulf War soldiers suited up against CBW attack.
1. Interview series, Aug. 1994-Jan. 1995.

astoundingly low casualty figures. The
number tossed around at the time was
indeed minuscule: about 150 dead for
the allies, contrasted against as many
as 100,000 Iraqi corpses.

Yet now, four years after war’s end,
the euphoria seems premature. Tens of
thousands of Gulf War personnel have
come down with one or more of a num-
ber of disabling and life-threatening
medical conditions collectively known
as Gulf War Syndrome (GWS). The syn-
drome’s cause is unclear, but veterans
andresearchers have focused on the ele-
ments of a toxic chemical soup in the
war zone that includes insecticides, pes-
ticides, various preventive medicines
given experimentally to GIs, and smoke
from the burning oilfields of Iraq and
Kuwait. There is also reliable evidence
that one of its causes is exposure to low
levels of chemical and biological war-

fare (CBW) agents during the war. Ac-
cording to a variety of sources, includ-
ing just declassified Marine Corps
battlefield Command Chronologies and
After Action Reports, widespread expo-
sure to CBW agents occurred when
U.S.-led forces bombed Iraqi chemical
facilities, and during direct attacks by
the Iraqis. And while numerous
sources, including military documents,
link GWS to those exposures, the U.S.
defense establishment doesn’t want to
talk about it. Its policy of denial is mak-
ing it substantially harder for Gulf War
veterans to receive diagnoses that in-
clude all the probable toxins and their
possible synergistic effects.

The Official Line

Despite mounting evidence, Pentagon
denials continue. In sworn testimony
before Congress in March, Dr. Stephen

CovertAction
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Joseph, Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Health Affairs, stuck to the Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) position. “There
is no persuasive evidence of such expo-
sures [to CBW agents],” he said, “even
after much scrutiny.”® Joseph’s com-
ments echo those made last year by De-
fense Secretary William Perry and
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman John
Shalikashvili that “there is no informa-
tion, classified or unclassified, that in-
dicated chemical or biological weapons
were used in the Persian Gulf.”

More recently, former Dep. Sec. of
Defense (and now newly confirmed Dir.
of Central Intelligence) John Deutch,
the DoD’s point man on the Gulf War
Syndrome, restated the government’s
line: “fW]ith the help of an independent
panel, [I] examined those instances
where there are allegations of use or
presence [of CBW agents], and it is my
judgment at the present time that there
has been no use or presence, but that
judgment is amenable to change if fur-
ther information comes up.”

“To my mind, there is no
more serious crime than
an official military cover-
up of facts that could pre-
vent more effective
diagnosis and treatment
of sick U.S. veterans.”

— former Sen. Don Riegle

During the confirmation hearings,
Sen. Bob Kerrey (D-Neb.) grilled Deutch
on comments he made on 60 Minutes
that “no widespread use” had been de-
tected, seemingly suggesting that some
use had occurred.’ But Deutch quickly
closed that door, accusing 60 Minutes of
misleading the public with editing
tricks. “I attach no particular signifi-

2. House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Hospitals
and Health Care, hearing, Mar. 8, 1995.

3. Joint statement, May 25, 1994.

4. Confirmation hearings for DCI, Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, Apr. 26, 1995. The panel Deutch re-
ferred to was headed by Dr. Joshua Lederberg, a
long-time consultant to the U.S. government on science-
related national security issues. Lederberg reported no
finding of CBW exposures, and seemed more concerned
that soldiers fighting in “exotic places” will be subject to
“a preoccupation with residual health effects.” Report of
the Defense Sctence Board Task Force on Persian Gulf
War Health Effects, June 1994.

5. CBS News, 60 Minutes, Mar. 12, 1995.

cance to use of that word [widespread
use]. ‘No use’ would be equally accurate
from my point of view.”

Kerrey again queried Deutch. “And
you have no evidence at this point that
there was any kind of use or presence of
CBW during that 42-day period?”

“That’s correct,” Deutch said.®

The CIA, Deutch’s new fiefdom,
climbed on board the day before Deutch’s
hearing began, announcing that “noth-
ing has yet surfaced that leads CIA to
disagree with the Department of De-
fense conclusionthat chemical weapons
were not used during the Gulf War.”

But former Senator Don Riegle (D-
Mich.), whose Senate Banking Commit-
tee held extensive hearings and issued
two reports on GWS,? said the denials
don’t wash. According to Riegle, British
and U.S. troops made at least 21 posi-
tive tests for the agents, and he accused
the U.S. military of a cover-up:

These Department of Defense expla-
nations are inconsistent with the
facts as related by the soldiers who
were present, and with official gov-
ernment documents prepared by
those who were present and with ex-
perts whohaveexamined thefacts. ...
To my mind, there is no more serious
crime than an official military cover-
up of facts that could prevent more ef-
fective diagnosis and treatment of
sick U.S. veterans.®

Evidence of CBW Exposure

Riegle is not alone. Evidence of CBW
exposure during the war is abundant
and mounting. In response to a Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) request
by the Gulf War Veterans of Georgia, in
January the Pentagon released 11 pages
of previously classified Nuclear, Biologi-
cal, and Chemical Incident (NBC) logs
prepared by aides to Gen. Norman

6. 0ddly, this testimony contradicts what he told Los
Alamos National Laboratory staffers in a May 1994
speech. He said the U.S. had “no biological detection ca-
pability deployed with any forces anywhere.” John
Deutch, address, Conference on Counterproliferation,
May 6, 1994. He has not explained how repeated Penta-
gon denials of the presence of CBW agents can be be-
lieved if DoD lacked the ability to test for some of them.
7. Robert Burns, “CIA Reviewing Data on Possible
Chemical Weapon Link to Illnesses, Associated Press,
Apr. 25,1995,

8. U.S. Senate, Committee on Banking, Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs, “U.S. Chemical and Biological Warfare-Re-
lated Dual Use Exports to Iraq and Their Possible Impact
on the Health Consequences of the Persian Gulf War,”
May 25, 1994; and its “Committee Staff Report (No. 3),”
Oct. 7, 1994. Hereafter referred to as the Riegle Report
and the Riegle Staff Report.

9. Written statement accompanying release of Riegle
Staff Report, op. cit., Oct. 7,1994.

Ex-Deputy Secretary of Defense,

now CIA head, John Deutch was

point man for Pentagon denials of
chemical warfare exposures.

Schwarzkopf, commander of coalition
forces during the war. The NBC log ex-
cerpts, which cover only seven days of
the war, document dozens of chemical in-
cidents. They also reveal chemical injuries
to U.S. GIs, discoveries of Iragi chemi-
cal munitions dumps, fallout from allied
bombing of Iraqi chemical supply dumps,
and chemical attacks on Saudi Arabia.

“I think this is a very powerful piece
of evidence,” said ex-Sen. Riegle, about the
released logs. “Why did they hide it from
us? Did it now get out in a purposeful
way or did it get out by accident?...They
[the Pentagon] did not respond hon-
estly and truthfully to my requests. It’s
obvious the mistakes made during the
war were serious. It’s obviously too
damaging to too many people’s reputa-
tions here,” Riegle said.!®

The Riegle committee itself devel-
oped strong evidence that exposures
took place. James J. Tuite, III, chiefin-
vestigator for the committee’s two-
year study of GWS and U.S.-Iraqi
trade policies, says:

The veterans we interviewed talked

about alarms sounding continuously

during war, and in fact some units
had complained about the alarms
sounding so much that they received
instructions to take the batteries out
or to disable them.

10. Thomas Williams, “Pentagon Accused of Withhold-

ing Evidence of Gulf War Chemical Use,” Har{ford Cou-
rant, Feb. 20, 1995, p. Al4.
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The Pentagon now contra-
dicts earlier confirmations
made by former Defense
Secretary Les Aspin (l.) that
the presence of CBW agents
had been documented.
Maj. Gen. Ronald R. Blanck
(below), commander of
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, however, has is-
sued a report maintaining
that “Clearly, chemical
warfare agents were
detected and confirmed”
during the war.

After a while, units stopped going to
MOPP [protective dress] when
these alarms would go off because
they were being told that it was be-
cause of traces of nerve agent in the
air but not enough to hurt you; we
have since learned that the amount
of nerve agent that is capable of
hurting someone is one one-thou-
sandth of the amount required to set
off that alarm over an extended pe-
riod. In other words, had they been
exposed to very low levels over the
period of the war, there was a possi-
bility that they could suffer serious
injury. What we are seeing is prob-
ably the result of not taking those
alarms seriously.!!

Tuite says testing carried out in the
field was sophisticated and highly reli-
able. “Many chemical specialists have
come forward, reporting that they de-
tected chemical agents and that their
detections were backed up by a number
of techniques,” said Tuite. “Not only
were the jonization alarms sounding,
but they used chemical reaction devices
which confirmed the presence ofagents,
and mass spectrometry devices that
also confirmed the presence of
agents.”!2 In fact, Czech, French, Brit-
ish, and U.S. commanders publicly re-
ported those detections.!3

Recently released Marine Corps bat-
tlefield reports confirm scores of CBW
incidents during the ground war. One
report notes that on February 24, 1991,

11. Interview series, Mar.-May 1995; for the nerve agent
figures, see Riegle Report, op. cit., pp. 89-93.

12, Riegle Report, op. cit., pp. 89-93.

13. Ivid.

the “613th Military Intelligence
Brigade U.S. Army confirms the
use of anthrax at King Khalid
Military City. Method of delivery
unknown.”'* Another entry, a
February 25 After Action Report
from the 1st Marine Division
says, “Fox vehicles detected and
identified Lewicite [chemical
nerve] agent,” which could have
resulted from an Iraqi attack or
“been exploded by our own artil-
lery fire, thus causing secondary
explosions.”!5

Army documents validate the
exposure claims. In an internal
memo, Army Maj. Gen. Ronald R.
Blanck, commander of Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, strongly supported
contentions that CBW agents were pre-
sent in the Gulf: “Conclusions: Clearly,
chemical warfare agents were detected
and confirmed” during the war. “It can-
not be ruled out that [CBW agents]
could have contributed to the illness in
susceptible individuals.”1®

Reports from VA doctors also contra-
dict the Pentagon line. Charles Jack-
son, M.D., Environmental Physician at
the VA hospital in Tuskegee, Alabama,
described one patient with classic GWS
symptoms and noted that “[h]e was a
member of Construction Battalion 24
which was stationed at Al Jubayl in the
Gulf. We have given him the diagnosis
of [GWS] and Chemical-Biological war-

14.U.S. Marine Corps, SECRET/NOFORN [No Foreign
Disseminalion]—C. d Chronology for Period I
Jan. to 28 Feb. 1991, to the Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps (1HD), Apr. 5, 1991.

15. Ibid.

16. “Memorandum for the Surgeon General,” Jan. 18, 1994,

fare exposure. He had none of these
symptoms prior to the Gulf.”!”

A Gift from the Enemy

Numerous reports from the field also
cite the presence of CBW agents. In Au-
gust 1991, Capt. Michael F. Johnson of
the 54th Chemical Troop of the 11th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment was briefed at
the U.S. embassy in Kuwait and or-
dered to lead a mission “to confirm the
presence of a suspect liquid chemical
agent” that had been discovered on Au-
gust 5 by British Royal engineers “while
clearing unexploded ordnance left [by
the Iraqis]” at a girls’ school in south-
eastern Kuwait during a hasty retreat.
Johnson later reported that tests on
the suspect chemical “detected and
identified highly concentrated H-
Agent,” an extremely toxic and volatile
mustard gas agent. “Coalition soldiers

17. Memorandum to Department of Veterans' Affairs
Claims Office, Oct. 27, 1993.
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Turnbull himself carried out two re-
sidual vapor detection tests for CBW
agents shortly after the Scud hit “and
both were positive.” Turnbull, who has
since suffered from what the British
call “Desert Fever,” believes his test re-
sults were correct. “We were always told
that there was a 99.999 percent possi-
bility of a chemical attack. We were ex-
pecting it. That was in our intelligence
briefing. ‘Inevitable’was the word used.
And now they deny it,” said Turnbull. 2

Iragi documents captured by U.S.
and British forces bolster the informa-
tion in NBC logs and the on-the-scene
accounts, as do reliable reports by U.S.,
British, and Czech chemical weapons
specialists deployed inIraq and Kuwait
after the war. They found chemical mu-
nitions, includingbulk agents, behind Iraqi
lines, including 28 chemical warfare heads
subsequently destroyed by the U.N.%!

The captured documents contain or-
ders to use chemical weapons. British
intercepts of Iragi communications dur-
ingthe war alsorevealed that the Iraqis
were planning to use the weapons when
the ground war began.?2 Captured Iraqi

‘prisoneré of war told the British “sub-
stantial supplies of chemical weapons”
were deployed and used in the Gulf War.23

Blowback

Because of overwhelming allied ground
and air superiority, Iraqi attacks were
limited and sporadic. Even after all the
reports of exposure to CBW agents after
Scud landings are tallied, they fail to ac-
count for other exposures, many of
which came as a direct result of allied
bombings of Iraqi chemical and biologi-
cal production and storage sites.

According to Riegle, his two-year
study identified 18 chemical, 12 biologi-
cal, and four nuclear facilities in Iraq
bombed by the U.S.-led allied forces.2*
Debris from the bombings was dis-
persed into upper atmospheric cur-
rents, as shown in U.S. satellite photos,
as well as in videotape obtained by Con-
gress.?

This airborne dispersal came down
on the heads of allied personnel in
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Iraq. Offi-
cial documents show weather patterns

20. Ibid.

21. U.N. reports cited in Riegle Report, pp. 48-49.

22. John Fullerton, “Britain’s Phantom Army Helped De-
feat Iraq," Reuters, Mar. 2, 1991; Jesse Birnbaum, “The
Prisoners,” Time, Mar. 4, 1991, p. 37.

23. Riegle Report, op. cit., pp. 18-21.

24, Letter to Veterans Affairs Sec. Jesse Brown, Feb. 9, 1994.
25. Riegle Report, op. cit., pp. 87-88.

over Iraq that carried chemical fallout
to coalition troop positions. So do U.N.
assessments of damage done to well-
stocked Iraqi chemical storage facili-
ties.26

Reports from the recently released
NBC logs, written following allied
bombings of Iraqi chemical supply
dumps, support this position. One entry
reads: “Lt. Col. [Vicki] Merriman called.
Report from Army Central Command
forward. Czechoslovakian recon report
detected GA/GB (mustard gases). And
that hazard is flowing down from fac-
tory storage bombed in Iraq. Predict-
ably, this has become/is going tobecome
a problem.”?’

Sandia, Los Alamos, and Livermore
National Laboratories were consulted
or prepared reports on the danger of
chemical fallout from the bombings.
Former Soviet CBW expert Ivan
Yevstafyev warned that “strikes on
chemical and biological weapons facili-
ties in Iraq’s territory could rebound on
us and cause damage to the population
of our country.”?® Gen. Raymond Ger-
manos, a spokesperson for the French
Ministry of Defense, confirmed in Feb-
ruary 1991 the presence of chemical
fallout from allied bombings, “probably
neurotoxins...a little bit everywhere.”?
And in July 1993, the Czech Defense
Ministry said it was able “to irrefutably
confirm traces of chemical warfare
agents,” including the deadly nerve
agents sarin and Yperite.*’

We Don’t Want to Hear It

The cover-up is being compounded by a
growing body of evidence that the mili-
tary has harassed and mistreated Gulf
veterans for reporting ill-effects from
CBW exposures. Navy Reserve Capt.
Julia Dyckman of Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, a 27-year veteran with service in
Vietnam, Panama and the Gulf, was a
nursing supervisor in a 500-bed field
hospital in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where
she oversaw thousands of GI patients.
“We treated people, but none of them
for chemical illnesses,” said Dyckman,
“because we were told there were no
chemicals. So if somebody came in with

26. Ihid.

27. Desert Storm Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological
Incident Log, Mar. 18, 1991, declassified and released
Jan. 18,1995, -

28. Stephan Handelman, “Kremlin Growing Frustrated
With Outsider,” Toronto Star, Feb. 10, 1991.

29. “Chemical Fallout Detected in Iraq,” Xinhua Gen-
eral Overseas News Service, Feb. 4,1991.

30. Quoted in Riegle Report, op. cit., p. 88.

[conditions] like what I had, open sores,
which I think was from a blister agent,
we didn’t treat them for that.” Dyckman
said she was told the blisters and fester-
ing open sores were from desert sand.3!

Dyckmanraninto problems with the
Navy when she was asked to serveona
REDCOM 4 (Readiness Command) com-
mittee to welcome back the returning
veterans. “When I started interviewing
people, they were complaining of the
same illnesses that were plaguing me,
so I started documenting the com-
plaints,” she said. When she started re-
porting back to REDCOM’s Capt. Brian
Silk, he filed “negative and harassing
reports,” and removed her from the RED-
COM payroll.32

- Members of National Guard units
may have been discharged for com-
plaining about illnesses. AGuard memo
reviewing medical records for its Gulf
veterans concluded that the VAhad “in-
adequately addresse[d] vague and un-
diagnosed illnesses resulting from
exposure to environmental hazards”
and that “several hundred National
Guard soldiers, ordered to Desert
Storm/Shield Active Duty, incurred
medical conditions in the line of duty
and were erroneously released from
that duty.”33

On occasion, supposed DoD concern
about vets turned into browbeating. Lt.
Col. Vicki Merriman, an aide to the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Chemical and Biological Matters, and
who appears in the NBC logs reporting
on CBW alerts, contacted veterans af-
ter they appeared before the Riegle
committee. Among them was former
U.S. Army Sgt. Randall L. Vallee. Vallee
served as an advance scout and has
been afflicted by a half-dozen serious
medical conditions which began follow-
ing Scud attacks that set off chemical
monitors. Merriman called him after he
testified about what he believed to be
his exposure to CBW agents.

“She asked me about my health and
my family,” said Vallee. “But after some
small talk...the Colonel’s attitude
turned from one of being concerned
about my well-being to an interrogator
trying to talk me out of my own experi-
ences.” Vallee added that Merriman
claimed there was “absolutely no way
that any soldiers in the Gulf were ex-

- 31. Interview, May 16, 1995

32, Ibid.
33. “Action Memorandum For Acting Chief, National Guard
Bureau, Office of the Inspector General,” June 30, 1994.
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posedto anything.” Vallee quotes Merri-
man as saying, “the only ones whining
about problems are American troops;
why aren’t any of our allies?”34

Infact, they are, and they are getting

the same treatment. Wendy Morris co--

directs the Gloucester, England-based
Trauma After Care Trust (TACT), a pri-
vate organization that assists sick Brit-
ish Gulf veterans. Morris said TACT has
been contacted by hundreds of British
veterans who claim to be afflicted with
war-related medical conditions.

“We can assume it’s only the tip of the
iceberg,” said Morris. “Until recently,
they’ve been very reticent about coming
forward, because they’re worried about
their careers, postings, pensions, and
what have you, but there are gradually
more coming out of the woodwork be-
cause they are so sick and needy.”

The British soldiers have received
unsympathetic responses from their su-
periors. “They’re called weak and
wimps, told they haven’t got any guts,
no moral fiber, that sort of thing. They
tell them it’s all psychological,” Morris
added. “The latest development is that
anybody who has got these problems,
which ‘had nothing to do with the Gulf;’
of course, must be seen by a military
specialist for tests. Now, a lot of menand
women have gone for these tests, but
nothing has come out of it. They’ve had
blood tests, urine tests, the usual sorts
oftesting, but no treatment.”3

Missing Records

Part of the problem in determining the
causes and scope of GWS is a lack of re-
cords, and it is occurring throughout the
armed forces. Some records may have
beenlost or destroyed throughincompe-
tence or negligence, but the military is
deliberately suppressing important in-
formation as well.

In response to the Gulf War Veter-
ans of Georgia FOIA request, Lt. Gen.
Richard I. Neal, Deputy Commander of
the U.S. Central Command, cited na-
tional security in refusing to release
NBC logs. “Portions of this [NBC] log
contain material which is properly clas-
sified pursuant to an executive order in
the interest of national defense. Accord-
ingly, your request is denied in part.”36

Two months later, the military admit-
ted destroying some NBC logs. In reply
to the same FOIA request, Anthony Ste-

34. Interview, Aug. 1994.
35. Interview series, Aug.-Oct. 1994.
36. Letter to Gulf War Veterans of Georgia, Jan, 27, 1995.

in addition to the toxic effects of oil fires, iraq has complained to the U.N.
that depleted uranium-tainted tanks and ammunition have caused
“baffling pathological conditions” similar to those implicated in GWS.

pleton, a civilian aide to Forces Command
commander Gen. Dennis Reimer, re-
vealed that the Army’s “1st Cavalry Di-
vision...NBC logs [were] destroyed,” and
that NBC logs from the Army Central
Command, the 3rd Army, and other units
may have been destroyed as well.3”

The Marine Corps is also implicated.
Two marines stationed at Camp
Pendleton, near San Diego, former Cpl.
Patrick Weissenfluh and Sgt. Todd See,
reported seeing hundreds of records from
the Gulf War being destroyed. “They
had a trash can that they were dump-
ing...the medical records inandburning
them,” said See.3® Such incidents may
reflect Marine Corps concerns about fu-
ture claims related to GWS. One Ma-
rine Corps internal document says:

Several sources have suggested that
the documentation of exposure to
smoke within the geographical
boundaries of Kuwait should be
placed in members’ health records.
Placing such information could
wrongly imply possible health prob-
lems in the future, while all the in-
formation to date suggests no
health hazard exists. Unless there are
current health complaints, there is
no reason to make health record en-
tries.3?

37. Letter to Gulf War Veterans of Georgia, Mar. 13, 1995,
38. Norm Brewer, “Reports Military Destroying Gulf War
Recordson Increase,” Gannett News Service, Apr. 7,1994.
39. U.S. Marine Corps order from Central Command’s
Arlington Annex Message Center to ALMAR, Aug, 1991,

And in response to the FOIA requesf:
from the Gulf War Veterans of New
England that resulted in the recent par-
tial release of Marine Corps battlefield
reports, the Marines noted: “We have
determined that portions of the infor-
mation are exempt from release...Other
documents have been withheld in their
entirety.”40

The Navy has also been accused of mis-
handling Gulf War medical records.
Navy personnel say that in November
1991, the Navy removed records from the
medical files of sailors with GWS. Sail-
ors claim these records prove they were
exposed to CBW agents in the Gulf.4!

Navy Captain Julia Dyckman tells a
similar tale. “We kept statistical re-
cords and data that we sent to the Navy
Research Center in San Diego, but they
said they never received them,” she
said. “We sent medical encounter sheets
onthe 10,000 we saw over the period we
were in Saudi Arabia, and they claim it
never arrived. Convenient, isn’t it?”42

Dyckman now suffers from a variety
of disabling medical conditions and has
tried without success to get her ownre-
cords from the Navy to assist her in
seeking treatment.

Dean Lundholm, the soldier exposed
running from the shower and now dis-

(continued on p. 55)

40. Letter from Maj. S.D. Preda, Marine Command Ad-
jutant, May 9, 1995.

41. Soraya Nelson, Vago Muradian, and Didget Fuentes,
“Why Are We Sick?,” Army Times, Apr. 25, 1994, p. 12.
42. Interview, May 16, 1995,
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The Militia-Military
Gonnection

by Tod Ensign

TimothyMcVeigh, top center, withhisplatoon, FortBenning, Georgia, 1988.

After Timothy McVeigh was arrested in connection
with the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma
City, a flock of reporters swooped down on anyone who
had ever known him. One of McVeigh’s high school
classmates described him as “a quiet friendly teen-
ager. I was thinking,” she said after hearing of his ar-
rest, “what happened to him between then and now? It
must have been a lot.” The next sentence in the April 22
Washington Post story began: “He joined the military
after high school. ...”

While the military did not teach McVeigh to bomb,
it did teach him to kill. The 1981 film Soldier Girls
follows inductees through basic training and makes
the point that the Army’s hardest job is not to get these

Tod Ensign is director of Citizen Soldier, GI and veterans rights organization based in
New York City.

raw recruits torisk death, but to break down a visceral
reluctance to kill people they don't know and don't hate.

Thatjobis harder in some cases than in others. But
whether the training brings out an inherent animal
viciousness just below every human skin or destroys
some benevolent instinct is beside the point. The result
is a society in which millions of people have been
taught to cross a line.

While most people emerge from the military as de-
cent citizens, they bear the mark, some lightly, some
deeply, of having been indoctrinated by a highly effi-
cient military machine in the belief that killing is a
valid, even glorious, way to settle disputes and scores.
They also learn the skills to do it efficiently. This
article explores the tangible connections between the
military and the militias. — ed.
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inks between the Army and

the militias became the

focus of much unwanted at-

tention when it was discov-

ered that the two men
charged with the federal office building
bombing in Oklahoma City, Timothy
McVeigh and Terry L. Nichols, had
trained and served together for about a
year with the First Infantry Division in
1988-89. McVeigh'’s service included
combat duty as a gunner in a Bradley
Fighting Vehicle in the Gulf, for which
he was awarded a Bronze Star.

Army officials at Ft. Riley, Kansas,
where McVeigh and Nichols were station-
ed, were quick to disassociate the military
from the bombing. “It’s got nothingto do
with the Army. No one [there] taught that
young man toblow up federal buildings or
day care centers,” fumed Maj. Don Sens-
ing, Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand’s public affairs officer.!

According to the Washington Post,
the 500-member Kansas Militia claims
to have recruited a number of members
from the Ft. Riley area.? The degree of
involvement by reservists or active-
duty GIs in the burgeoning militia
movement is unknown at present.
There is evidence that militia members
or sympathizers have legally and ille-
gally obtained weapons and explosives
from military facilities and learned how
to use them courtesy of the taxpayers.
Stolen explosives and weapons, accord-
ing to testimony of a Los Angeles police
detective at a 1993 hearing of the Sen-
ate Governmental Affairs Committee,
were allowing extremist groups to be-
come better armed than law enforce-
ment agents. At the same hearing, a
Michigan National Guardsman admit-
ted that for five years he had been steal-
ingsmall arms parts and selling them to
an Illinois gun dealer whose customers
included David Koresh’s Branch Davidian
religious sect near Waco, Texas.3 In early
1987, five Ku Klux Klan members were
charged by a federal grand jury in
Raleigh, N.C., with conspiring to steal
U.S. military weapons, explosives and
rockets to equip a white supremacist
paramilitary unit. In 1988, an associate
of former Green Beret Lt. Col. and cur-
rent Idaho-based militia leader James

1. Pete Bowles, “Army TNT?” New York Newsday, Apr. 27,
1995, p. A5.

2, Thomas Heath, “Possible Jump-Off Point for Bomb-
ing,” Washington Post, Apr. 30, 1995, p. A22.

3.In the mid-1980s, congressional investigators re-
ported that military explosives had been used in 445 U.S.
bombings from 1976 to 1985.

(Bo) Gritz, pleaded guilty to shipping 200
military plastic explosives by commer-
cial airline for use in the Nevada desert
to train Afghan rebels.* In July 1994,
members of the Blue Ridge Hunt Club, a
militia in Virginia, were charged with
plotting to plunder a National Guard ar-
mory for weapons and ammunition.
For five years, Sen. John Glenn (D-
Ohio) has been investigating the wide-
spread theft of military equipment and
weapons from various U.S. installa-
tions. He commented that while the
military has improved control over sen-
sitive weapons and supplies, “you can’t
guarantee that TNT or blasting caps
are immune from theft.”® Glenn’s office

Militia members have
legally and illegally
obtained weapons and
explosives from military
facilities and learned to
use them courtesy of

the taxpayers.

released a General Accounting Office
report oncorrective actions takenby the
Army to cure “inventory and physical
security weaknesses.” It also noted that
in July 1994, the Army’s Criminal In-
vestigation Command began an on-go-
ing vulnerability assessment for small
arms, ammunition, and explosives.®

In addition to those obtained through
theft, many weapons obtained by mili-
tias were bought openly from the mili-
tary. Since 1993, 3.7 million pounds of
outdated explosives have been sold by
the Defense Department to citizens and
companies with government licenses. A
Pentagon official admitted that no
checks are made to ensure that the le-
thal items are used for legal purposes.”

Training
One crossover point for the militias and
the military is a nationwide network of

4. Josh Meyer and Paul Feldman, “Move to Curb Explo-
sives Taking on a New Urgency,” Los Angeles Times,
May 6, 1995.

5. Bowles, op. cit., p. 32.

6. Donna Heivilin, GAO testimony, “Gun Violence: Do Stolen
Parts Play a Role?” Committee on Governmental Affairs,
Senate, Nov. 18, 1993.

7. Ibid.

.

gun clubs. After the bombing, Michigan
Militialeader Mark Koernke bragged to
ABC-TV’s Primetime Live that his
group enjoyed unrestricted access to
Camp Grayling for target practice.® A
week later, some members of the Michi-
gan Militia, which claims 10,000 mem-
bers spread out over three-quarters of
the state’s counties, were evicted.® They
had been using the rifle range at the
training base under the guise of the
Competitive Sportsmen, a military-
sanctioned gun club.

The Competitive Sportsmen is one of
1,945 registered gun clubs allowed to use
target ranges at military bases without
charge, as part of the Army’s Civilian
Marksmanship Program (CMP). This
gun lovers’bonanza was established af-
ter the Spanish American War because
military leaders like Teddy Roosevelt
were disturbed by the poor marksman-
ship skills of their soldiers. In 1989,
about 165,000 people (with 41 percent
under 21 years old) participated in vari-
ous aspects of the program.!® An Army
spokesperson for CMP described it as
“an innocent recreational affair that
promotes civic virtue and aids safe
training for young people.”!!

Even though the Pentagon has ad-
mitted that the $2.5 million a year civil-
ian marksman program has “no
military purpose,” it hasbeen preserved
thanks in part to strong backing by the
National Rifle Association. For the last
three years, Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
N.Y)) has fought to scrap the program as
“useless and wasteful.” After the Okla-
homa City bombing, she called on De-
fense Secretary William J. Perry to
conduct an immediate investigation of
any “links between this program and
militia groups and individual extrem-
ists,” and provide a complete list of reg-
istered gun clubs, and locations of the
military bases on which they practice.
According to Maloney’s legislative aide,
Mark Stephenson, the DoD sent a list
of gun clubs, did not “find evidence” of
links, and did not provide a list of bases.
“Although the base commanders would
prefer that the knowledge not become
public,”said Stephenson, “by statute,

8. ABC News, Primetime Live, Sam Donaldson, inter-
viewer, Apr. 25, 1995,

9. Guy Gugliotta and Sue Sherman, “Militia Members Ejec-
ted from Shooting Range,” Washington Post, May 5, 1995.
10. GAO Report, Evaluation of Army’s Civilian Marks-
manship Program, T-NSIAD-90-20, Mar. 8, 1990, con-
cluded that the CMP, “serves no valid military purpose.”
11. Colum Lynch, “U.S. Riflery Program May Aid Mili-
tias,” Boston Globe, Apr. 29, 1995, p. 1.
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Ku Klux Klan member with a semiautomatic
weapon stands guard at Klan/Nazi rally, rural N.C.

target ranges are open to all people ‘ca-
pable of bearing arms.’ "2

In addition to free use of the ranges,
CMP distributes 40 million rounds of free
ammunition and sells 6,000 surplus M-1
rifles at cut-rate prices each year.!3

After the wave of criticism threaten-
ing program funding, Rep. Paul Gil-

more (D-Ohio) introduced language -

that would make the program finan-
cially self-sustaining but still under
DoD aegis. Presumably, Stephenson
speculated, the NRA would pick up
most of the tab.!*

Extremist on Active-Duty?

The attention brought to the use of mili-
tary bases and equipment by civilian
militia was not the only effect of the
Oklahomabombing on the military. The
Pentagon is also worried that the mili-
tary provides not only material aid, but
also organizational comfort to some of

12. Interview, May 18, 1995.

13. Press Release, Office of U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney,
Washington, D.C., April 28, 1995.

14. Interview, May 18, 1995.

the worst elements in the
militias. Similar and
sometimes linked strains
of organized white supre-
macism are found in both
government-sponsored
and civilian military for-
mations.!®> A few days
after the April 19thbomb-
ing, Perryreissued a 1969
Defense Department Di-
rective to all service
branches. It provides, in
part, that: “Military per-
sonnel must reject par-
ticipation in
organizations that es-
pouse supremacist causes
... or advocate the use of
force or violence.” Com-
manders are empowered
to deal with such activity
with a range of responses
from court-martial to in-
voluntary discharge.!®

While this directive
was originally aimed at
anti-Vietnam War sol-
diers and sailors and “cof-
fee house” organizers, in
recent years it has been
primarily directed at Gls
who support para-Nazi
and white supremacist
causes. There is a long
history of such associations.

In 1976, a Ku Klux Klanchapter was
uncovered among Marines serving at
Camp Pendleton, California. A cross
was burned near the base and at least
two black Marines on base were at-
tacked by whites wearing Klan insig-
nia. Marine Cpl. Daniel Bailey, Jr., who
identified himselfby his Klan rank, Ex-
alted Cyclops, told reporters that a hun-
dred Marines belonged to the branch.
The Marine Corps had suppressed any
information about the Klan’s activities
until a group of black Marines attacked
a white gathering in the (mistaken) be-
lief that it was a Klan meeting. During
their courts-martial, the black Marines
testified that their commanders had
tolerated the flaunting of Klan regalia,
had allowed the distribution of racist
literature, and had ignored attacks on
black Marines by Ku Klux Klan mem-

JEROME FRIAR/IMPACT VISUALS

15. For detailed background on the militias, their ideol-
ogy and roots, see Daniel Junas, “The Rise of the Militias:
Angry White Guys with Guns,” CAQ, Spring 1995, pp. 20-25.
16. William Matthews, “DOD Extremist Groups Still Off
Limits,” Army Times, May 8, 1995, p.18.

bers.1” While most of those convicted
received some jail time and other-than-
honorable discharges, white Marines
suspected of Klan sympathies were sim-
ply shipped out to other duty stations.!®

Further light was shed on organized
racist groups within the military in
1985 when it was discovered that the
White Patriot Party of North Carolina
was successfully recruiting Marines
and soldiers. According to the New York
Times, anumber ofthe neo-Nazisympa-
thizers within the military were identi-
fied after they sold Claymore mines,

The military has always
attracted more than its

fair share of right-wing

extremists and

white supremacists.

rockets, grenades, and small arms to
undercover agents in a “sting” opera-
tion. Three of the service members were
dishonorably discharged.!?

Ideal Recruiting Grounds

The road between the militias and the
military is a two-way street with the
National Guard and Reserve as a con-
venient way station. The tragic events
in Oklahoma City have heightened the
concern of all National Guard and Re-
serve commanders that militia mem-
bers may be infiltrating their ranks in
order to gain skills and equipment. The
militias are also looking to those official
“weekend warriors” with military skills
and right-wing views as natural tar-
gets for recruiting.

Clearly, the Army is not ignorant of
the possibilities. In Michigan, home of
the largest militia, the Army National
Guard’s adjunct general warned mem-
bers that they are not allowed to belong
to racist or extremist organizations. But
some Guard units are more solicitous of
their local militias. After anincident in-
volving an Idaho National Guard heli-
copter overflying a Montana militia
group, Idaho officials agreed to notify
their Montana counterparts in advance
of any future flights.2

17. Everett Holles, “Marines in Klan Openly Abused Blacks
at Pendleton...,” New York Times, Jan. 9, 1977, p. 34.
18. Dennis Williams & William Cook, “The Marines: Mis-
taken Identity,” Newsweek, Dec. 13, 1976, p. 35.

- 19, Peter Applebome, “Increasingly, Extremism Heavily

Armed,” New York Times, Apr. 30, 1995.
20. One of the conspiracy theories widely bandied about
in the Patriot/militia movement is that the U.S. is about
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It is impossible to tell exactly
how many Guard members and
reservists also belong to lo-
cally-organized militias. The
situation at Ft. Drum, home of
the 10th Mountain Division in
upstate New York, illustrates
the difficulty of trying to keep
militia members away from
military training and combat
weapons, even if there is a will
to make such a separation.
Each year, 35,000-40,000 Na-
tional Guard members and re-
servists from all over the
Northeast train there for vary-
ing periods.?! It would be im-
possible to monitor individual
trainees to determine which
ones were planning to apply
their instruction in support of
their home town militia.

Col. Robert R. Waters (Ret.)
is a career Green Beret who
now edits a special operations
journal called Behind the
Lines. He told Army Times that
he believes the militia movement is
gaining momentum. He also raises a
disturbing scenario: “Obviously, they’re
going toseek [specialized] training from
those who can provide it.”22

to be taken over by a one-world government spear-
headed by a U.N. helicopter fleet.

21. Interview with R. D. Murphy, Public Affairs Office,
Ft. Drum, N.Y., May 9, 1995.

22. Nef Hudson, William Matthews & Katherine Peters, “Are the
Militias Too Close for Comfort?” Army Ttmes, May 8, 1995.

The militia phenomenon arises out
of a toxic stew of legitimate anger,
scapegoating, and paranoia. Its links to
the military, and the support of the tax-
payers are more than anirony for a group
which openly despises the government.
But the militias and the military have
much in common aside from their obvi-
ous predilection for weaponry and the
violent resolution of conflict. Like the
militias, the U.S. military has always

Members of the paramilitary White Patriot Party of North Carolina prepare for a rally.

attracted more than its fair share of
right-wing extremists and white su-
premacists. Its rigid structure and rules
probably appeal to those whose person-
alities tend toward authoritarianism.
Without understanding these common
bonds, as well as the physical links, civil
society will never be able tounderstand,
much less root out, “irrational” acts of
violence like Oklahoma are calculated
declarations of adventurous war. @

(Books, continued from p. 58)

crawled out from under his rock a few
years ago. Now, with these two books, the
counterattack is in full swing. And Lim-
baugh has made himselfan easy target.

He would be just another loud-
mouthed moron unworthy of our exer-
tions, except for the fact that he shapes
and then amplifies and distorts the fes-
tering discontents of a large portion of
U.S. society. That makes him perni-
cious. Molly Ivins, in her introduction,
makes the point sharply as she quotes
one dittohead: “You know, Rush s right:
Racism is dead in this country. I don’t
know what the niggers have to gripe
about now.”

InThe Way Things Aren’t, the folks at
media watchdog Fairness and Accuracy
in Reporting (FAIR) slay the Lyin’ King
with his own words. Steven Rendell and
his crew have compiled more than a

hundred outrageously false and foolish
Limbaugh “facts” and documented both
their errancy and the real story.

The Way Things Aren’t is a damning
and hilarious rebuttal of Limbaugh’s
passing acquaintance with truth.

Charles Kelly’s The Great Limbaugh
Con is a more idiosyncratic critique.
Kelly, a professor of industrial commu-
nications with, as he says, “very conser-
vative views on most non-economic
issues,” takes: Limbaugh to task as the
leading propagandist of “a historically
malignant philosophy.”

Kelly describes it as the belief that
“those who make their livings by taking
advantage of our least educated and
hardest working citizens should control
our country and reap most of its bene-
fits.” For Kelly, Limbaugh is the leading
cheerleader for this piratical capitalism.

It is in this context that Kelly zeroes
in on Limbaugh’s “big lies.” In fact,
Kelly devotes the last third of his book
to a detailed analysis of economic devel-
opment in Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina, and the South in general. He uses
this area as a symbol for the idealized
America of Limbaugh’s fantasy and de-
scribes Spartanburg as “a Limbaugh
dream come true” and “one of conserva-
tive America’s premier economic suc-
cess stories.” In other words, as Kelly
says, the rich got richer and everyone
else got the shaft.

Kelly thoroughly exposes the pseudo-
populist Limbaugh as the apologist for
rapine and plunder he really is. For
your Reagan Democrat, working-class
uncle who listens to Rush’s gospel, this
may be the place to start. e

— Phillip Smith
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Frank Donner:
An Appreciation

by Chip Berlet

Frank Donner (1911-1993) identified communism as the right
wing’s primary scapegoat during this century, and researched how
rightwing paramilitary groups were encouraged by intelligence
agencies and local police red squads to fight alleged collectivist
subversion. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the proto-fascist
militia movement has transformed the dysfunctional scapegoat of
the “red menace conspiracy” into the “one world government, new
world order conspiracy.” The government itself has become the new
subversive collectivist enemy and a target for a heinous act of right-
wing terror in Oklahoma City.

In response, the countersubuversion empire is trying to rise phoe-
nix-like from the ashes of the Cold War by asking that its investiga-
tive talons be unsheathed to fight a paranoid right-wing movement
it helped create. The many lawsuits against political spying ad-
vised by Donner found scant evidence that widespread infiltration
and bugging stopped acts of violence, but much evidence that the
protectors of privilege use these repressive tools to undermine de-
mands for social change. The weapons we give the FBI today to
fight the right will inevitably be aimed at progressives. It is a shame
that Donner is not around to comment on these tragic ironies.

y the time Donner died in
1993, the central thesis of
his investigations into gov-
ernment abuses of its law
enforcement powers had
moved from the obscure to the self-evi-
dent. At the core of his life’s work was a
key contention: The unstated and pri-
mary goal of surveillance and political
intelligence gathering by state agencies
and their countersubversive allies is not
amassing evidence of illegal activity for
criminal prosecutions, but punishing
critics of the status quo in order to un-
dermine movements for social change.

Donner presented his ideas not just
in legal briefs, but in scholarly settings .
and the popular press.! His evidence came
not only from digging in archives —
helped by paralegal “file ferrets” who
passed on anything interesting to him
— but also from working in the trenches.
He began in the late 1940s as a civil lib-
erties attorney. When the Cold War in-
tensified in the 1950s, he represented
targets of Red Menace witch hunts, de-
fending people charged with sedition
under the Smith Act, counseling those
dragged before congressional commit-
tees, and writing appeals for defiant
witnesses slapped with contempt cita-
tions. These experiences “illuminated in
a new perspective the underpinnings of
repression in our political culture. ...
[Slurveillance, people watching, and
similar activities unrelated to law en-
forcement,” Donner warned, “constitut-
ed a serious and largely ignored threat
to political freedom.”? ‘

In 1971, Donner became director of
the American Civil Liberties UnionPro-
ject on Political Surveillance. Consider
the times. That year, at the height ofthe
Vietnam War, a still-secret group, the
Citizens’Commission to Investigate the
FBI, had raided the FBI office in Media,
Pa. The raiders sent copies of the files
they stole to progressive, mainstream
and campus journalists. The documents
proved what progressive activists had
longcontended: Civil rights, studentrights,
and antiwar activists were victims of
FBI surveillance and harassment.

Chip Berlet, an analyst of Cambridge, Mass.-based Po-
litical Research Associates, worked as paralegal investi-
gator and file ferret on lawsuits involving government
intelligence abuse, including several years on an ACLU-
sponsored/Donner-advised lawsuit against the Chicago
Police Red Squad, FBI, CIA, and military intelligence.

1. One of his early pieces was a 1954 article in The Nation
analyzing the role of the government informer.

" 2. Frank Donner, The Age of Surveillance: The Aims &

Methods of America’s Political Intelligence System
(New York: Alfred Knopf, 1980), p. xvii.
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The Media, Pa., raid sparked mass
media interest, congressional hearings,
and lawsuits. In each arena, Donner
acted as adviser and expert. He argued
that COINTELPRO (Counter-Intelli-
gence Program) was not a series of iso-
lated instances of abuse, but rather, was
part of an institutionalized system us-
ing surveillance as “a mode of govern-
ance” and political control.3

In two major books,* Donner added
weight to his contention that:

Intelligence in the United States
serves as an instrument for resolv-
ing a major contradiction in the
American political system: how to
protect the status quo while main-
taining the forms of liberal political
democracy. ... [IIntelligence insti-
tutions have in the past acquired
strength and invulnerability be-
cause of their links to two powerful
constituencies: a nativist, anti-
radical political culture, and an
ideological anti-communism, iden-
tified with Congress and the execu-
tive branch respectively.’

The nativist, anti-radical culture re-
flects that:

The American obsession with sub-
versive conspiracies of all kinds is
deeply rooted in our history. Espe-
cially in times of stress, exaggerated
febrile explanations of unwelcome
reality come to the surface of Ameri-
can life and attract support. These
recurrent countersubversive move-
ments illuminate a striking contrast
between our claims tosuperiority, in-
deed our mission as a redeemer na-
tion to bring a new world order, and
the extraordinary fragility of our
confidence in our institutions. This
contrast has led some observers to
conclude that we are, subconsciously,
quite insecure about the value and
permanence of our society. More spe-
* cifically, that American mobility de-
taches individuals from traditional
sources of strength and identity —
family, class, private associations
— and leaves only economic status
as a measure of worth. A resultant
isolation and insecurity force a
quest for selfhood in the national

3. Donner, “Theory and Practice of American Political
Intelligence,” New York Review of Books, Apr. 22, 1971.
4. Age..., op. cit.; and Protectors of Privilege: Red Squads

state, anxiety about imperiled heri-
tage, and an aggression against
those who reject or question it.

This mentality was fed by periodic
bouts of state repression that tran-
scended the specificity of anticommu-
nism, but in which anticommunism
played a central and exaggerated role.
It was this institutionalized culture of
countersubversion that most concerned
Donner. He worried that

An independent organ of state ad-
ministration operating to monitor,
punish, and frustrate extra-judi-
cially the political activities ofa coun-
try’s nationals is the classic
embodiment of a political police force
and, indeed, a benchmark of a police
state. Certainly we are far from a po-
lice state; but it would be a semantic
quibble to deny that the FBI is a po-
litical police force with a counter-
revolutionary mission typical of such
units in nondemocratic societies.”

The Politics of
Deferred Reckoning

“The selection of targets for surveil-
lance, operations such as informer infil-
tration and wiretapping, and file
storage practices reflect what may be
called the politics of deferred reckon-
ing.” The intelligence community antici-
pated threats by relying on“ideology, not
behavior, theory not practice.” It

In the genesis of witch
hunts, subversive
begat extremist

which begat terrorist.

treated activities which might be aimed
— some time in the future — at under-
mining the government, as subversive,
“regardless of how legitimate these ac-
tivities might currently be or how tenu-
ous the link between present intentions
and ultimate action.”® This view justi-
fied the constant surveillance and dos-
sier-compiling: It would be needed when
the subversives’evil plan surfaced.
While the institutionalized proce-
dures remained remarkably constant
— merely made more efficient with the
advent and advances of computer tech-
nology — while the language used to de-

scribe the menace evolved. In the gene-
sis of witch hunts, subversive begat ex-
tremist which begat terrorist.?

Central to rationalizing surveillance
and disruption was fear of revolution-
ary violence. Donner explained that
“appeals relating to collectivism and
statism have little power to stir mass
response. But the charge of violence,
however mythic it has become, is the
rock on which the intelligence church is
built. It accommodates repression to
democratic norms that exclude violent
methods.” During the Cold War, vio-
lence from the left was quickly attrib-
uted to communists, while violent
right-wing groups such as the Ku Klux
Klan were seldom targets of widespread
surveillance or political repression. Not
seen as part of a global revolutionary
movement, they were monitored, as Don-
ner putit, “primarily for crime prevention
purposes.”!? This double standard made “a
special contribution to conservative poli-
tics,” since social change movements of
the left could be smeared as agents and
fellow travelers of the violent revolu-
tionary global red menace, while activ-
ists of the right could escape blame for
the criminal excesses of a few reaction-
ary and fascist zealots.

Fear of the Other

Akey tool used to justify the anti-demo-
cratic activities of the intelligence es-
tablishment was propaganda designed
to create fear of a menace by an alien
outsider. The timeless myth of the en-
emy “other” assuages ethnocentrist
hungers with servings of fresh scape-
goats. As Donner noted: “In a period of
social and economic change during
which traditional institutions are un-
der the greatest strain, the need for the
myth is especially strong as a means of
transferring blame, an outlet for the de-
spair [people] face when normal chan-
nels of protest and change are closed.”!!

Fear of foreign-inspired communism
(at least for the moment) has been re-
tired as the alien subversive “other,” but
it has stand-ins: Islamic fundamental-
ists, environmental activists, even the
mythical “PC” police. These scapegoats
are constructed to defend the status quo
and preserve the perquisites of power

9. Ibid., pp. 4, 5.

10. Donner noted the addition “extremist” to the coun-
tersubversive arsenal of demonizing language, and dis-
cussed how the Reagan administration and the New

and Political Repression in Urban America (Berkeley: 6.1bid., p. 3. Right marginalized dissident groups as “terrorist.”
University of California, 1991). 7. Ibid. (fbid., pp. xv, 5, 455-60.)

6. Donner, Age, op. cit., pp. Xix, 3. 8. Ibid., p. 4. 11. fbid., p. 17.
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as interpreted by the self-appointed
guardians of wealth and wisdom who
equate their commerce with our culture.
Stoking fear of “others” is “a means of
discounting domestic unrest,” said
Donner. “It also enables intelligence to
justify its efforts as defensive, a neces-
sary and temperate response to enemies
gnawing away at the nation’s entrails.”’?

Countersubversion

While Donner did not predict the end of
the Cold War, he did foresee that in the
future, intelligence operations would be
needed “to replenish the supply of sub-
versives from the ranks of dissidents.”
There was “too much at stake for con-
servative power holders to abandon a
countersubversive response to change

movements.” As long as the culture of
surveillance was institutionalized as a
mode of governance, intelligence opera-
tions would serve not only to blunt pro-
tests against foreign policy decisions, but
also to “discredit the predictable move-
ments of protest against the threat of war,
nuclear weaponry, environmental con-
tamination, and economic injustice.”!3
Donner called the process by which
dissidents are made into outlaws “sub-
versification.” Both individuals and
groups are targeted. “The focus on ring-
leaders, outside agitators, foreign
agents, hidden conspirators, and master
manipulators — cherchez la personne!
— personalizes unrest and thus de-
taches it from social and economic
causes. Under this view the people area
contented lot, not given to making
trouble until an‘agitator’stirs them up.
As soon as he or she is exposed or neu-
tralized, all will be well again.”!

New movements are
put through subversifica-
tion to “fuel backlash
charges that our national
security is endangered by
a sinister conspiracy of
dissidents who have delib-
erately depleted intelli-
gence resources to prepare
the way for a takeover.” In
this Kafka-meets-Orwell world, lack of
evidence of conspiracy becomes proof
that one exists; “a cover-up was part of
the conspiracy and..the absence of proof
demonstrates its effectiveness.”'® The
recent work of journalist Steven Emer-
son and the interviews with former FBI
hardliner Oliver “Buck” Revell are ex-
amples of this process.!6

Ironically, there is handful of conspi-
racist anti-repression personalities
whose status rests on their ability to
reel off hundreds of names of evil gov-
ernment agents or right-wing activists.
By creating a mirror image of the coun-
tersubversion culture they are fighting,
they fall into a Byzantine web of in-
trigue that obscures the social and eco-
nomic conditions which actually shape
history. Donner avoided this parody of
analysis and still produced what Robert
Sherrill of The Nation called “The only
book I know of that straightforwardly
— without the slightest hyperbole but

Cops photographing demonstrators at anti-nuclear power rally,
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, Calif., 1982. Demonstrators
against U.S. policy in El Salvador, often viewed as subversive (l.).

without drawing back from the only
conclusion possible — portrays Hoover .
and the F.B.IL. as the fascistic machine
that they were.”?

Donner knew that the larger social
system was not fascism, but he alsorec-
ognized that the authoritarian impulse
of the institutionalized surveillance
and dossier-collecting apparatus pulls
the country in that direction. He saw in
the Watergate scandal evidence of a
“covert vigilante state” where those
who challenged presidential policies
became targets, just as in a police state.
He applauded “the public airing of offi-
cial misconduct — the train of admis-
sions, defensive pleas, resignations
exposés, and court trials,” but concluded
that these revelations “cannot alter the
hard reality that our democratic com-
mitment is threatened by a vigilante
political culture deeply rooted in our
past.”'® @

17. Emerson makes unsubstantiated allegations of wide-
spread conspiracies in the Arab-American communities
and brushes aside his lack of documented evidence by
implying it only proves how clever and sinister the Arab/
Muslim menace really is. This is a prejudiced and arabo-
phobic twist on the old antisemitic canard of the crafty
manipulative Jew. Revell, an ex-FBI associate director for
operations who once networked right-wing agenis provo-
cateur for the FBI, now poses as a counterterrorism ex-
pert who uses the lack of evidence that widespread terror
networks emerge from the center of social movements as
the very reason the FBI needs more powers to infiltrate
and wiretap the core of such movements. In fact, terror

12, Ibid., p. 11. cells emerge from the periphery of such movements and
13.Ibid., p. 19. 15. Ibid., p. 14. are generally resistant to intelligence operations.

14. Ibid., p. xv. 16. Ibid., p. xv. 18. Age, op. cit., back cover.
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Professional Arab-B ashmg

A stable of govemment officiols, media, and “terrorism experts” filled the gap
between the Apr. 19 Oklahoma, City bombing and the Apr. 21 arrest of Timothy McVeigh
with an explosive fertilizer of its own: insinuation, fear, and racism.

eadlining an April 21 ar-

ticle, “Public Assumption

Initially Centered on For-

eigners,” The Washington
Post, began, “The rage at first was
often Us against Them. The bombing
in Oklahoma City seemed to be a clear
and awful case, many people said, of
American innocence bloodied by for-
eign evil.” The story was attempting
not only to blame Arabs, but to shift re-
sponsibility for that unseemly as-
sumption to the public.

But the question is: Did the public
Jjump to that conclusion or was it
pushed? A selection of quotes from the
mainstream media suggests a more
than gentle shove.

The Media Spin a Noose

& uUs. government sources told CBS
News that [the bombing] has Middle East
terrorism written all over it.” (Connie Chung)

Terry Allen is editor of CovertAction Quarterly.
Photo: Middle Eastern immigrants in Brooklyn store.

by Terry Allen

£ “The FBI hasbeen aware ofthe activ-
ity of Islamic student groups meeting
recently in Oklahoma City, Dallas and
Kansas City... Hamas and another mili-
tant group, Islamic Jihad, were among
the speakers at an Islamic conference
held in the Oklahoma Convention Cen-
ter in 1992.”(Washington Post) and,
“Steven Emerson says: ‘Oklahoma City,
I can tell you, is probably considered as
one of the largest centers of Islamic
radical activity outside the Middle
East.”” (CBS Evening News)

& "“Some Middle Eastern groups have
held meetings there [Oklahoma City],
and the city is home to at least three
mosques.” (New York Times)

£ “Based on the type of previous car
bomb attacks in the Middle East, New
York and Argentina, this Oklahoma at-
tack has some of the earmarks of hits by
extremist factions of Muslim funda-
mentalists.” (Tampa Tribune) It bore
“some of the earmarks of Middle East
terrorism.” (Dayton Daily News)

TOM MCcKITTERICKAMPACT VISUALS

s'Q:Under a headline “Who Could Do this
to Our Children?” the Daily Mirror (Lon-
don) noted that no group had claimed re-
sponsibility but that “Middle East fana-
tics often deny attacks they carry out.”

Official Wisdom

@™ “The FBI has approached the De-
partment of Defense about including
Pentagon Arabic speakers in the inves-
tigative team. ‘This is an indication
they have some leads they want to fol-
low up,’a Pentagon official said.” (Balti-
more Sun)

£« Authorities put out an all-points
bulletin for three men seen riding in a
brown pickup truck near the area of the
blast. Two of them were described as
bearded and of ‘Middle Eastern’ appear-
ance.”(Kansas City Star) The Washington
Times put it less delicately: “And last
night FBI agents were hunting three
Arabs in a brown Chevrolet pick-up.”

A

& James Fox, former head of the New
York FBI office, asked if it surprised
him that the bombing was carried out
while the trial of the World Trade Cen-
ter bombing suspects was under way:
“We thought that we would hear from
the religious zealots in the future, that
they would be a thorn in our side for
years to come.” (CBS Special Report)

£ “Oklahoma City ... is one of 38 Ameri-
can cities that serve as a recruiting and
fund-raising center for Islamic radicals
who have urged attacks on Israel, mod-
erate Arab states and Western countries
that support Israel, according to Jikad
in America, a PBS special by reporter
Steven Emerson,” wrote the Baltimore
Sun. The Sun then quoted from a meeting
Emerson taped for the PBS show: “There
is no turning back for the stone, the pis-
tol, the Uzi and the cannon ...and you
can expect Allah’s ultimate victory.”
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GIYE US YOUR TRep,
“’"R MR. o0 JWPED

' YOUR M\lRDER
YOUR SLIME, 1&%
EVIL COWARDS, Yovk
RELIGKUS FRNANICS, You

New York Post cartoonist Sean Delonas: “I stand
by the [Apr. 21] cartoon, but | feel bad about it.”

Pols, Experts, Talk Show '

Hosts, and Unnamed Sources

5’& Vincent Cannistraro, ex-CIA counter-

terrorism director: “Right now it looks
professional, and it’s got the marks of a
Middle Eastern group.” (Washington Times)

&\I‘&An unnamed “counterterrorism of-
ficial”: “[T1he car bomb is the weapon of

“choice for Middle East terrorist groups

such as the pro-Iranian Hezbollah.” An
[unnamed] Israeli government official
“said the bombing looked like a Middle
Eastern-style terrorist attack except
that groups that conduct such opera-
tions usually claim credit, as occurred
in 1992 after the Argentina bombing.”
(Washington Times)

& Mark Colon, a bomb expert at the
Institute of Security and Intelligence:
“There were no warnings at all, whichis
along the lines of radical Islamic groups.
... Car bombs are typical of the Hamas
faction, which took out the World Trade
Center.” (Daily Mail, London)

£ Bard O’Neill, a terrorism expert at

the National War College: “This has the
earmarks of the Islamic militant or-
ganizations. ... Paradoxically, as you
make progress on Arab-Israeli peace is-
sues, it seems like terrorism and casual-
ties go up. All of which was absolutely
predictable.” (Kansas City Star)

@’ Oliver “Buck” Revell, former FBI as-
sistant director in charge of operations
and a counterterrorism expert: “I think
what we’ve got is a bona fide terrorist
attack. I think it’s most likely a Middle

*Former CIA director
James Woolsey: “This is

the true globalization of
' theterrorist threat.”

®Radio talk host Cal
Thomas said the bombing
demonstrated that “ille-
gal immigrants are a
threat to our democracy.”

6" New York Newsday
columnist Jeff Kamen
said the attack proves
the need for surveillance
of such “threatening peo-
ple” as foreign diplomats,
Iranian students, and
other “foreign nationals
living [here]. ...This is
war, and must be fought
that way, or we lose.” He
recommended that such military spe-
cial forces as Delta Force and the Navy
SEALS should be empowered to “shoot
them now, before they get us.”

£ “Terrorism expert” Steven Emerson
instantly blamed Mus-

@ Marvin Cetron, author of a Penta-
gon-financed study on future terrorism,
said he believes the bombing will even-
tually turn out tobe linked to the trial of
Sheikh Abdel-Rahman. “It sounds very
much like the things done by Hezbollah
and Hamas.” (Washington Times)

& Even after McVeigh was indicted,
New York Times columnist A.M. Rosen-
thal erroneously asserted, “most other

attacks against Americans came from
the Middle East.”

Real Terrorism Hits Home

A recent opinion poll found that Mus-
lims were the most disliked community
in America. The scapegoating that fol-
lowed the bombing had tangible and
dangerous effects: Incidents reported to
the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tionsincluded: 133 hate calls; 1 stalking; 2
false arrests; 1 police harassment; 50
verbal intimidations, threats; 15 bomb
threats; 13 death threats; 1 suspected ar-
son; 7 beatings and physical assaults;
4 shootings. Total: 227 incidents. ®

lims because “the bomb
wasmeant tokillasmany
people as possible,” which
he deemed “a Middle
Eastern trait.” Okla-
homa City’s Muslim
community contains
“many engineering stu- -
dents. ... Asthe activities
of Muslim radicals ex-
pand in the U.S,, future
attacks seem inevitable.”-
(Daily Telegraph, Lon-
don) Asked if he agreed
with Clinton’s admoni-
tion not to jump to
conclusions without evi-
dence, Emerson an-
swered, “So the fact is, if
one were to condemn all
Muslims, I think the
president would be en-
tirely right. No one is
doing that. This is not
any attempt to scape-
goat Muslims. This is
an attempt to basi-

‘ THE YoIcE oF

cally look at those who
perpetrated this at-
tack, and those in-
clude terrorists. They
happen to be Islamic

ERush Limbaugh, right-wing radlo talk show host, called
for retribution. “You dogs, you cannot hide! And when you
“are found it will be the worst day you can possibly imagine
... if it turns out this is a Middle Eastern act, then we have
to hit Qaddafi, we've got to hit him, folks, and if we trace it

East terrorist. I think the modus oper- extremists.” (Cross- o a particular nation, what about hitting the nation any-
andi is similar.” (Dayton Daily News) fire, CNN) way even if we don’t know who exactly did it?”
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Needless Slaughter, Useful Terror

by William Blum

For monihs, even years, Japan was desperately triying to surrender. With
Jull knowledge that the war could be ended on its terms, without a land invasion,
the U.S. dropped two atomic bombs. Rather than the last act of World War II,

this attack was the opening shot of the Cold War.

STEVE BRODNER

oes winning World War II and

the Cold War mean never hav-

ing to say you’re sorry? The
Germans apologized to the Jews and
the Poles. The Japanese apologized to
the Chinese and the Koreans, and tothe
United States for failing to break off
diplomatic relations before attacking
Pear]l Harbor. The Russians apologized
to the Poles for atrocities committed
against civilians, and to the Japanese
for abuse of prisoners. The Soviet Com-
munist Party even apologized for for-
eign policy errors that “heightened
tension with the West.”!

Is there any reason for the U.S. to
apologize to Japan for atomizing Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki?

Those on opposing sides of this ques-
tionare lining up in battle formation for
the 50th anniversary of the dropping of
the atom bombs on August 6 and 9. Dur-
ing last year’s raw-meat controversy
surrounding the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s Enola Gay exhibit, U.S. veterans
went ballistic. They condemned the em-
phasis on the ghastly deaths caused by
the bomb and the lingering aftereffects
ofradiation, and took offense at the por-
trayal of Japanese civilians as blame-
less victims. An Air Force group said
vets were “feeling nuked.”?

In Japan, too, the anniversary has
rekindled controversy. The mayors of
the two Japanese cities in question
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spoke out about a wide “perception gap”
between the two countries.® Nagasaki
Mayor Hitoshi Motoshima, surmount-
ing a cultural distaste for offending,
called the bombings “one of the two great
crimes against humanity in the 20th
Century, along with the Holocaust.™

Defenders of the U.S. action counter
that the bomb actually saved lives: It
ended the war sooner and obviated the
need for a land invasion. Estimates of
the hypothetical body count, however,
which ranged from 20,000 to 1.2 mil-
lion, owe more to political agendas than
to objective projections.5

But in any event, defining the issue
as a choice between the A-bomb and a
land invasion is an irrelevant and
wholly false dichotomy. By 1945, Japan’s
entire military and industrial machine
was grinding to a halt as the resources
needed to wage war were all but eradi-
cated. The navy and air force had been
destroyed ship by ship, plane by plane,
with no possibility of replacement.
When, in the spring of 1945, the island
nation’s lifeline to oil was severed, the
war was over except for the fighting. By
June, Gen. Curtis LeMay, in charge of
the air attacks, was complaining that

‘after months of terrible firebombing,

there was nothingleft of Japanese cities
for his bombers but “garbage can tar-
gets.” By July, U.S. planes could fly over
Japan without resistance and bomb as
much and as long as they pleased. Ja-
pan could no longer defend itself.®

Rejected Overtures

After the war, the world learned what
U.S. leaders had known by early 1945:
Japan was militarily defeated long be-
fore Hiroshima; it had been trying for
months, if not for years, to surrender;
and the U.S. had consistently rebuffed
these overtures. A May 5 cable, inter-
cepted and decoded by the U.S., dis-
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The bomb dropped on Hiroshima, above, and the one released 3 days later
on Nagasaki killed hundreds of thousands of civilians, injured many more,
and left a legacy of permanent genetic damage.

pelled any possible doubt that the Japa-
nese were eager to sue for peace. Sent to
Berlin by the German ambassador in
Tokyo, after he talked to a ranking
Japanese naval officer, it read: “Since
the situation is clearly recognized to be
hopeless, large sections of the Japanese
armed forces would not regard with dis-
favor an American request for capitula-
tion even if the terms were hard.”

As far as is known, Washington did
nothing to pursue this opening. Later
that month, Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson almost capriciously dismissed
three separate high-level recommenda-
tions from within the administration to
activate peace negotiations. The pro-
posals advocated signaling Japan that
the U.S. was willing to consider the all-
important retention of the emperor sys-
tem;i.e., the U.S. would not insist upon
“unconditional surrender.”®

Stimson, like other high U.S. officials,
did not really care in principle whether
or not the emperor was retained. The
term “unconditional surrender” was al-
ways a propaganda measure; wars are
always ended with some kind of condi-
tions. To some extent the insistence was
a domestic consideratio